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The fact that some Chapters have had 
such a great amount of difficulty in com- 
piling their lists, that in a number of 
cases they have found but the meagerest 
of attempts to preserve data concerning 
their membership (and even at times 
none at all), would seem to indicate un- 
mistakably that some. uniform system of 
doing this work and some appreciation 
of its importance is vitally necessary. 

The Historian will report progress in 



this work from time to time either 
directly to the Chapters, or thru the 
medium of the National Magazine. He 
bespeaks the cooperation of the Chapters 
and of Chapter officers, and promises in 
return that he will hold himself ready at 
all times to be of all the service he can 
to the Chapters and to our Fraternity 
as a whole. 

J. David Houser, 
National Historian Phi Delta Kappa. 
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Proposed Constitution 

OF THE PHI DELTA KAPPA FRATERNITY 



N. B. This is the proposed Constitution, 
and is not in force as amended, until 
ratified by three-fourths (J4) of '^'t' 
active Chapters. 

Amended at the Seventh Annual 
Meetmg of the Council, July 8, 1916. 

ARTICLE I 
NAME 

The name of this organization shall be 
"Phi Delta Kappa". 



ARTICLE II 
NATURE AND PURPOSE 
SECTION L NATURE 
Phi Delta Kappa shall be a profes- 
sional education fraternity. In its nature 
it shall present three aspects; namely, 
the professional, the fraternal, and the 
honorary. 

SECTION 2. PURPOSE 
It shall be the purpose of this Frater- 
nity to support the highest educational 
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allegiance to those principles underlying 
American public education. Phi Delta 
Kappa shall exist for the mutual help of 
men of sound moral character and of 
recognized professional training and 
ability, who are engaged in the 
scientific study of education. In empha- 
sizing the nobility and dignity of effort 
in this great social activity and in con- 
formity with the three aspects, profes- 
sional, fraternal and honorary, Phi Delta 
Kappa shall endeavor to make three 
ideals dynamic in itself as an organiza- 
tion and in the professional lives of its 
members: Research both in and out of 
the universities so that problems may be 
understood and difficulties scientifically 
solved ; service as an expression of the 
unselfish desire to render the results of 
training of real benefit to humanity ; and 
Leadership as an encouragement of con- 
stant professional growth so that indi- 
vidual fitness for larger service may re- 
sult. 

Phi Delta Kappa shall constantly en- 
deavor by every worthy means at its 
disposal to create and foster fellowship 
and true fraternalism within its ranks. 

ARTICLE III 

NATIONAL OFFICERS AND 
THEIR DUTIES 

SECTION 1. OFFICERS 

The National Officers of this Frater- 
nity shall consist of a President, Vice- 
President, Secretary, Treasurer and His- 
torian. These Officers shall be elected 
at each regular Council meeting and 
shall serve until their successors have 
been elected and have qualified. 

SECTION 2. ELIGIBILITY 
Any member of the Fraternity in good 



standing shall be eligible to hold office. 

SECTION 3. DUTIES OF THE 
PRESIDENT 

It shall be the duty of the President 
to preside at all regular and special 
Council meetings, to appoint all com- 
mittees not otherwise provided for, to 
see that all rules and regulations of the 
Council are executed, and to perform 
^juch other duties as pertain to this office. 
He shall exercise general supervision 
over the Fraternity. 

SECTION 4. DUTIES OF THE 
VICE PRESIDENT 

The Vice President shall serve in the 
absence or disability of the President 
and shall perform such other duties as 
may be assigned to him. 

SECTION 5. DUTIES OF THE 
SECRETARY 

It shall be the duty of the Secretary 
to keep an exact record of all proceed- 
ings of the Council and to transmit a 
copy of the same to each Chapter as soon 
after each Council meeting as possible. 
He shall receive petitions for new Chap- 
ters and shall forward the same to the 
members of the Executive Committee 
for their action thereon. He shall issue 
to all members of the Fraternity a certif- 
icate of membership which shall be 
countersigned by the President and Sec- 
retary of the local Chapter. He shall 
attend to all correspondence incident to 
the work of the Fraternity and perform 
such other duties as pertain to the work 
of this office. 
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SECTION 6. SALARY OF THE 
SECRETARY 

The Secretary shall receive a salary 
of twenty-five ($25.00) per year. 

SECTION 7. DUTIES OF THE 
TREASURER 

It shall be the duty of the Treasurer 
to receive all moneys due the Fraternity 
and to disburse the same upon the order 
of the Council or Executive Committee. 
He shall keep an exact record of all re- 
ceipts and expenditures and submit an 
itemized report of the same with vouch- 
ers to each Council or to the Execu- 
tive Committee upon its demand. 

SECTION 8. DUTIES OF THE 
HISTORIAN 

It shall be the duty of the Historian 
to receive and keep on file all reports 
pertaining to the historical record of the 
Fraternity and its individual members, 
and he shall be at all times responsible 
for the existence of a complete record 
of this sort. He shall use uniform 
record blanks adopted by the Executive 
Committee. He shall require the Chap- 
ters to report on these blanks at stated 
times the information therein called for, 
to be published in the form of a Direc- 
tory at the discretion of the Executive 
Committee and sold to the members by 
the Secretary. He shall keep on file a 
complete list of members of the Frater- 
nity. 

SECTION 9. TERM OF OFFICE 

The term of office of these oflftcials 
shall be from the first day of the second 
calendar month after the adjournment 
of a regular biennial Council Meeting 



until the first day of the second calendar 
month after the adjournment of the next 
regular biennial Council meeting, except 
in the case of the Historian whose term 
of office shall cover two (2) biennial 
terms. 

ARTICLE IV 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

SECTION 1. COMPOSITION 

The Executive Committee shall con- 
sist of the National Officers. 

SECTION 2. DUTIES OF THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

In addition to the duties specifically 
enumerated herein, the Executive Com- 
mittee shall have power to authorize ex- 
penditures within limits to be fixed by 
the Council and generally to determine 
upon all matters of procedure between 
Council meetings. The Executive Com- 
mittee shall pass upon petitions for new 
Chapters before submitting the same to 
the Chapters for their vote. It shall also 
pass upon Chapter Constitutions and By- 
Laws, and shall approve the election of 
honorary members by the Chapters. 

SECTION 3. VACANCIES 

Vacancies in the National Offices shall 
be filled by the Executive Committee un- 
til the next Council meeting. 

SECTION 4. EXPENSES 

The necessary expenses of the Execu- 
tive Committee, and one-half (yi) of 
the expenses oi the next biennial Coun- 
cil meeting (including the traveling ex- 
penses of the National Officers and the 
mileage of the Officers and delegates) 
shall be estimated in the month of Au- 
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gust of each fiscal year and apportioned 
among the several Chapters upon the 
basis of their active membership during 
the preceding academic year. 

SECTION 5. KEY 

Under general regulations adopted by 
the Council, the Excutive Committee 
shall confer the key of distinction on 
members of the Fraternity as herein- 
after provided. 

ARTICLE V 

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 

SECTION 1. COMPOSITION 

The National Council shall be com- 
posed of the National Officers and one 
delegate from each active and alumni 
Chapter, elected by the members there- 
of, who shall, in the case of an active 
Chapter, be a student member of the 
Chapter which he represents. 

SECTION 2. HOW AND WHEN 
ELECTED 

A delegate to the National Council 
shall be elected at any stated and regu 
lar meeting of a Chapter by the mem- 
bers thereof. Such delegate shall, when 
elected and prior to the announcement 
of the National Council, file with the 
National Secretary his credentials of 
election. 

SECTION 3. TERM OF SERVICE 

The term of service of the above-men- 
tioned delegates shall be for two years 
from the time of election, or until their 
successors have been elected and have 
qualified. 



SECTION 4. DUTIES OF THE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

The National Council shall have 
power of legislation for the Fraternity, 
except as hereinafter limited. It shall 
adopt and prescribe a uniform ritualistic 
work for the Fraternity. 

SECTION 5. MEETINGS OF THE 
NATIONAL COUNCIL 

A regular meeting of the National 
Council shall be held bienially at such 
time and place as shall be decided by 
each Council. 

SECTION 6. SPECIAL COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Special Council meetings shall be 
called by the President upon the written 
demand of two-thirds of the Chapters. 
Each Chapter shall be given sixty days 
notice of such meeting, together with an 
announcement of the special business to 
be transacted in such meetings. 

SECTION 7. QUORUM 

Delegates from a majority of the ac- 
tive Chapters in good standing shall con- 
stitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business at a Council meeting. Fulfil- 
ment of the requirements of the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws shall constitute good 
standing. 

ARTICLE VI. 

ORGANIZATION AND ESTAB- 
LISHMENT OF CHAPTERS 

SECTION 1. WHERE AND HOW 
ESTABLISHED. 

Chapters may be organized and estab- 
lished at any institution on the list of 
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American Association of Universities 
that maintains a college or school of 
education, or at any equivalent institu- 
tion, upon petition of five or more peti- 
tioners, who shall, at the time of their 
petition, meet with such qualifications 
for membership as are set forth in Arti- 
cle VHI, Sections 1 and 2 of this Con- 
stitution, provided, however, that such 
petition is approved according to Article 
VI, Section 2 of this Constitution. 

SECTION 2. PETITIONS FOR THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CHAPTERS 

A petition for the establishment of a 
new Chapter shall be presented to the 
Executive Committee for approval, ac- 
companied by the charter fee. It shall 
be on the printed form prescribed by the 
Council. A unanimous vote of the Exe- 
cutive Committee shall be required for 
approval. The petition shall then be 
referred to the individual Chapters 
where it shall be considered in a regular 
meeting, a majority vote of all members 
present being required for a Chapter's 
approval. If the petition is approved by 
a two-thirds vote of the Chapters, a 
charter, signed by the members of the 
Executive Committee and impressed 
with the seal of the Fraternity, shall be 
issued bv the Secretarv. 



Executive Committee. All expenses 
attendant upon the installation, including 
those necessary to bring the installing 
officers to the place where the new Chap- 
ter is to be established, shall be met by 
the members of the said Chapter. The 
form of these ceremonies shall be pre- 
scribed by the National Council or Exe- 
cutive Committee. 



SECTION 5. FORM OF CHARTER 

The form of charter of an active 
Chapter shall be as follows : 
To All to Whom These Presents Shall 

Come, Greeting: 

Be it known that this Charter for the 
establishment of a Chapter of the Fra- 
ternity of Phi Delta Kappa at 

to be known and 

designated as Chapter 

of Phi Delta Kappa is hereby granted to 
the following persons as charter mem- 
bers thereof, conveying to them and 
their duly elected associates and suc- 
cessors all the privileges conferred by 
the Constitution of Phi Delta Kappa. 
To 



CHARTER MEMBERS 



SECTION 3. CHARTER FEE 

The charter fee shall be twenty-five 
dollars ($25.00). 

SECTION 4. INSTALLATION OF 
A CHAPTER 

The ceremonies attendant upon the 
installation of a new Chapter shall be 
conducted by at least four members of 
the Fraternity to be appointed by the 



In testimony hereof the President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Historian, National Officers of Phi 
Delta Kappa, have hereunto set their 
signatures and the seal of the Fraternity 

on this day of 

in the year of our Lord 

This done and attested at 

President 
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National Officers 



of 



Phi Delta Kappa 



Vice President 



Secretary 



Treasurer 



Historian 
This charter, bearing the seal and 
Coat-of-Arnis of the Fraternity, shall be 
delivered to the members of the new 
Chapter upon the occasion of its install- 
ation. 

SECTION 6. ALUMNI CHAPTERS 

A charter for the establishment of an 
alumni Chapter may be granted upon 
the petition of any seven alumni mem- 
bers in good standing in the Fraternity. 

SECTION 7, FORM OF AN ALUM- 
NI CHAPTER CHARTER 

The form of an Alumni Chapter char- 
ter shall be as follows: 
To All to Whom These Presents Shall 

Come, Greeting: 

Be it known that this charter for the 
establishment of an Alumni Chapter of 
the Fraternity of Phi Delta Kappa at. . . 

to be known and 

designated as Alumni 

Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa is hereby 
granted to the following members, con- 
veying to them and their duly elected 
associates and successors all the privi- 
leges conferred by the Constitution of 
Phi Delta Kappa. 

To 



CHARTER MEMBERS 

In testimony hereof the President, 
Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
Historian, National Officers of Phi Delta 



Kappa, have hereunto set their signa- 
tures and the seal of the Fraternity on 

this day of 

in the year of bur Lord. 

This done and attested at 

President 

National Officers Vice President 

Secretary 
of 

Phi Delta Kappa Treasurer 

Historian 
This charter, bearing the seal and 
Coat-of-Arms of the Fraternity, shall be 
delivered to the members of the new 
Chapter upon the occasion of its instal- 
lation. 

SECTION 8. ACTIVITIES OF 
ALUMNI CHAPTERS 

Alumni Chapters shall be permitted 
to elect members only from the ranks of 
the Fraternity, and may admit any 
brother who applies for membership 
provided that he meets such qualifica- 
tions for membership as may be ap- 
proved by the Executive Committee or 
made the subject of legislation by tihe 
Council. 

Alumni Chapters shall be privileged 
to elect delegates to all Councils who 
shall have the same powers as delegates 
from active Chapters, except that such 
delegates shall not be privileged to vote. 

SECTION 9. FORFEITURE OF 
CHARTERS 

Any Chapter which violates or neglects 
to execute any part of this Constitution 
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or any subsequent regulations imposed 
by a National Council or the Executive 
Committee shall forfeit its charter; pro- 
vided: That such violations or neglect 
shall be presented to the National Coun- 
cil in convention assembled before which 
body, and, at which time, the offending 
Chapter having been givin sixty days 
notice, may appear thru its delegate in 
defense of any accusations brought 
against the offending Chapter, and pro- 
vided that the charter shall become for- 
feited only by a two-thirds majority vote 
of all the members of the Council. 

SECTION 10. NAMES OF 
CHAPTERS 

The various Chapters shall be named 
for the institutions at which they are 
established. The form of such name 

shall be thus : Chapter of 

Phi Delta Ksyppa, but in addition to this 
name, each Chapter shall also have a 
chronological name, the first Chapter be- 
ing designated Alpha, the second, Beta, 
and so on thru the Greek alphabet. In 
case a Chapter becomes extinct, its 
designating letter shall not again be used 
for a Chapter in another institution. 

ARTICLE VII 
CHAPTERS 

SECTION 1. NATURE AND 
PURPOSE 

The nature and purpose of each Chap- 
ter shall be the same as, and in keeping 
with, the nature and purpose as set forth 
in Article II of this Constitution. 

SECTION 2. CHAPTER CONSTI- 
TUTION AND BY-LAWS 

Each Chapter may adopt its own Con- 



stitution and By-Laws which shall con- 
form to the provisions of this Constitu- 
tion and shall be approved by the Execu- 
tive Committee before they become 
operative. 

ARTICLE VIII 

M:EMBERSHIP. SECTION 1. 
ELIGIBILITY 

Only white males of good character 
shall be eligible to membership in this 
Fraternity. 

SECTION 2. CLASSIFICATION 

Membership shall be divided into three 
classes as follows : 

(a) Active Membership. 

Active membership shall be limited to 
graduate students and undergraduates in 
the senior or junior years who have com- 
pleted, or are taking, five (5) semester 
hours in education, and are preparing 
definitely for a life career in educational 
service. Normal school graduates may 
be admitted after becoming members of 
the Universty. Active membership shall 
terminate when members are no longer 
in student residence at the University, 
except that faculty members and local 
associate members may, if they so desire, 
and the Chapter so elects, be admitted 
to the active status. Active members are 
privileged to vote on all questions. 

(b) Associate Membership. 

Associate membership may be con- 
ferred on faculty members who are 
elected. All former active members who 
are not in student residence may auto- 
matically become associate members. 
They shall not be privileged to vote or to 
hold office in the active Chapter. 

(c) Honorary Membership. 
Honorary membership may be con- 
ferred by the unanimous vote of any ac- 
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tive Chapter upon any man who has dis- 
tinguished himself in the field of edu- 
cation, provided, that not more than two 
such men may be elected to such mem- 
bersliip in any Chapter within any cal- 
endar year and that such elections shall 
be made only with the approval of the 
Executive Committee. 

SECTION 3. ELECTION TO 
MEMBERSHIP 

Election to membership shall be by 
secret ballot. A unanimous vote of all 
members present at any regular meeting 
shall be necessary to elect. No appli- 
cation shall be passed to final considera- 
tion except upon recommendation of the 
membership committee made at a pre- 
vious regular meeting. Elections to 
membership shall be only from students 
at a regular session of the university, or 
students in summer sessions who are in 
attendance upon at least their second 
summer session in the institution where 
the electing Chapter is located and who 
show a disposition to continue in pro- 
fessional preparation and service, except 
as provided in Section 2 above. 

SECTION 4. TRANSFER OF 
MEMBERSHIP 

Each Chapter is expected to receive 
into full fellowship properly accredited 
members from other Chapters, but this 
shall not be enjoined upon them as an 
obligation. Such members shall bring 
from their original Chapter their mem- 
bership card. They shall then be as- 
signed their place on the Chapter roll. 



nent number by his Chapter upon his 
admission into the Fraternity. This num- 
bering shall correspond with the order of 
initiation of members into the Chapter 
and shall appear in each membership 
card and certificate. 

ARTICLE IX. CHAPTER 
OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

SECTION L OFFICERS 

The officers of each Chapter shall be 
named in the ritual, but shall be known 
publicly as the President, Vice-President, 
Corresponding Secretary Recording Sec- 
retary and Treasurer, all of whom shall 
be elected annually. 

SECTION 2. ELIGIBILITY 

Eligibility to office shall be limited to 
active student members. 

SECTION 3. MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

There shall be in each Chapter a mem- 
bership committee consisting of the Vice- 
President as chairman and two other 
members appointed by the President at 
the first regular meeting of his term of 
office. 

SECTION 4. OTHER 
COMMITTEES 

Each Chapter may provide for what- 
ever other committees may be necessary. 

ARTICLE X 

DUTIES OF CHAPTER OFFICERS 
AND COMMITTEES 



SECTION 5. NUMBERING OF 
MEMBERS. 



SECTION 1. DUTIES OF 
OFFICERS 



Each member s^hall be given a perma- The duties of all officers shall be de- 
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termiiied by the local Chapters, provided 
such duties do not conflict with the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws. 

SECTION 2. DUTY OF 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 

With the ideal of maintaining each 
Chapter morally above reproach and oth- 
erwise in high repute as a congenial 
group of men, it shall be the duty of 
the membership committee to search 
carefully among all the students of edu- 
cation for those most deserving of mem- 
bership, and to present to the Chapter 
the names of those students who are 
preparing for a life career in educational 
service, who are achieving prominence in 
their respective fields of work, who are 
maintaining a high standard of scholar- 
ship and who are likely to be helped by 
the Fraternity as well as to be of assist- 
ance to its members both socially and pro- 
fessionally. The right and duty of pre- 
senting such names to the Chapter shall 
belong to this committee exclusively, but 
any member is privileged to suggest 
names to the committee. 

ARTICLE XI 

INITIATION FEES, DUES AND 
ASSESSMENTS 

SECTION 1. INITIATION FEE 

Each Chapter shall determine the 
amount of its own initiation fee, dues 
and assessments and the ways of levying 
and collecting the same, provided that 
the initiation fee shall never be less than 
five dollars ($5.00). With each initia- 
tion fee $5.00 shall be forwarded to the 
National Treasurer. The Executive 
Committee shall furnish each initiate 
with an official pin, and shall cause his 



name to be enrolled upon the subscrip- 
tion list of the National Magazine. 

SECTION 2. OFFICIAL 
NATIONAL DUES 

Within sixty days after the pro rata 
Chapter assessment has been set by the 
Executive Committee of each calendar 
year, the Chapter Treasurer shall cause 
to be collected and forwarded to the 
National Treasurer such amount. 

ARTICLE XII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

SECTION 1. CONSTITUTION 
AND BY-LAWS OF CHAPTERS 

Each Chapter shall have the power , 
to form its own constitution and by 
laws, all of which shall, however, be in 
keeping with the provisions of this Con- 
stitution and the best parliamentary prac- 
tice and shall be approved by the Execu- 
tive Committee before becoming opera- 
tive. A copy of the same shall be kept 
on file with the National Secretary. 

SECTION 2. OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

All official business shall be under the 
seal of the Fraternity. 

ARTICLE XIII 
INITIATIVE 

Any three (3) Chapters may unite iti 
proposing legislation other than amend- 
ments to the Constitution. Such pro- 
posed legislation must be submitted to 
the Executive Committee, and the Execu- 
tive Committee shall submit it to the 
active Chapters with its approval or dis- 
approval. If the Executive Committee 
approves such legislation, it shall require 
a majority vote of each of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the active Chapters for adop- 
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tion; if the Executive Committee disap- 
proves it shall require a majority vote of 
each of three-fourths (^) of the active 
Chapters. The failure of a Chapter to 
act on a stated matter within four (4) 
months after its receipt shall be counted 
as an affirmative vote. A proposed 
measure having been defeated may not 
again be considered v^ithin twelve (12) 
nonths. 

ARTICLE XIV 
AMENDMENTS 
SECTION L REFERENDUM 
Amendments to the Constitution may 
>e proposed by any member in open 
Council, or by any Chapter thru the 
nitiative. When proposed in open Coun- 
cil, ratification of any amendment shall 
•equire the affirmative votes of members 
representing two-thirds (2/3) of the ac- 
tive Chapters. If thus ratified by the 
Council, the amendment shall be sub- 
mitted to the Chapters, and if two-thirds 
(2/3) of the active Chapters shall, by 
majority vote of the members of each, 
ratify the amendment it shall be declared 
idopted, provided that any Chapter not 



submitting its vote within four months 
after receiving the amendment by regis- 
tered mail, shall be counted as voting in 
the affirmative. If, however, the amend- 
ment be not ratified by two-thirds (2/3) 
of the active Chapters it shall be declared 
lost, the ratification of the National 
Council notwithstanding. 

SECTION 2. INITIATIVE 
When an amendment is proposed by 
any Chapter thru the initiative, it shall 
be submitted to the Executive Commit- 
tee, and the Executive Committee shall 
submit it to the active Chapters with its 
approval or disapproval. If the Execu- 
tive Committee approves it shall require 
a majority vote of the members of each 
of two-thirds (2/3) of the active Chap- 
ters for adoption. If the Executive Com- 
mittee disapproves it shall require a ma- 
jority vote of the members of each of 
three-fourths (^) of the active Chap- 
ters. The failure of a Chapter to act 
on the proposed measure within four 
months after its receipt by registered 
mail shall be counted as an affirmative 
vote. 



By-Laws 



ARTICLE I. FINES 

In case any Chapter acts contrary to 
he Constitution, By-Laws, rules and re- 
quests of the Executive Committee, 
:he ofi^ending Chapter shall be fined five 
dollars ($5.00), payable immediately 
upon notice from the National Treasurer. 
The offending Chapter shall be consid- 
ered suspended until the fine has been 
paid. While suspended a Chapter shall 
have no voice or participation in Fra- 
ternity affairs . 



ARTICLE II 
CREDENTIALS FOR DELEGATES 
TO THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
At least fifteen days before the open- 
ing of the Council each Chapter shall 
fill out and send to the National Secre- 
tary the proper blanks with the name of 
the delegate and a first and second alter- 
nate. In order to take his seat the dele- 
gate must present to the Council dupli- 
cate credentials properly filled in and 
signed. The following form shall be 

used : 

Date...... 



